Water.?Delepine1 makes an entirely new departure in the method of establishing a standard for the interpretation of the results of bacteriological examina. tion of water. The standard of impurity has been up to the present exceedingly variable, but generally 500 colonies of bacteria per cubic centimetre of water has been regarded as the maximum limit consistent with purity, and by all a water containing 1,000 colonies per cubic centimetre has been condemned as unfit for use.
Delepine adopts a comparative method, taking as his standard the water from a feeder of the supply which he has by personal investigation proved to be free from sources of contamination. Bacteriological examination is made of the water of this feeder during both fine and wet weather, and careful note is made of the ground slope, of paths, of the presence of cattle, and the relation of traffic to this feeder by which all others in connection with the particular supply are to be tested. Rain 
